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summer the underparts are black., divided from the speck-
led upper plumage by a white band. The bill and feet-
are black.

The length is rather over nine inches, the wing six-
and-a-half, the shank about one-and-thiee-quarters and
the bill just over one.

This beautiful and sporting bird has a curious distri-
bution ; in the Old World it is an eastern bird, not breed-
ing west of the Yanesei, nor usually wintering west of
India, while it extends down to Australia : and at the
same time it is a characteristic American species, found
according to season throughout the New World. Amer-
ican specimens run larger, as' is often the case with birds
found in both worlds, but the best authorities do riot
now consider them distinct, although they are once se-
parated under the name (7. dominicus. It is found all
over our Empire in open swampy places, always in
flocks, and feeds on worms and insects. It probably
eats small fruit as well, as I found in captivity it would
feed on Tipari berries. In this state it is very quariel-
some. The note is a pretty two-syllabled whistle.
The bird is of course well-known to sportsmen, and is
very good eating. My friend, Mr. W, K. Dods, tells
me he has found the flocks resting on water-lily leaves in
j heels, and a similar observation has been recorded
by another well-known shikari, though the habit seems
to have otherwise escaped notice. The birds stay here
till in full breeding-colour, and Jerdon says they breed
in India, but this has not yet been corroborated. The
eggs are stone-coloured with much heavy blackish mark-
ing, and are of large size for the bird, measuring near-
ly two inches in length.